
Cotswold District Council (CDC): The new Local Plan is arguably the most significant 

document in CDC’s history.  It attempts to make sense of the Labour Government’s top-down 

target for housebuilding in the Cotswolds.  In short, we are legally obliged to build in excess 

of 18600 houses in the next 18 years (we currently have around 42000 homes in the district), 

and many thousands more in the years following. 80% of the district is the highly protected 

Cotswold National Landscape, and taking out other unsuitable areas, these houses need to 

be built on 16% of what’s left, and with many of these areas south of Cirencester we have to 

absorb over 9000 houses, with up to 14200 beyond 2043!   

We obviously don’t have the infrastructure to cater for this expansion (Cirencester hospital is 

actually REDUCING its services), and it will change the Cotswolds beyond recognition.  It 

would also fail in the goal of making the Cotswolds more affordable, as the prices in 

protected areas would soar even higher!  CDC is united in fighting the government against 

these targets, but we need your help. 

The Local Plan will be out for consultation in a couple of weeks until early January, so please 

respond to it as individuals and Parish Councils – I will publicise the links to councils and on 

Facebook.  PLEASE HELP TO PROTECT THE COTSWOLDS!   

Councillor Tony Slater 

Cotswold District Council, Representing Grumbolds Ash with Avening.  

email: Tony.slater@cotswold.gov.uk Tel: 07793669930 
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