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1. Local Plan Consultation – Housing Targets 

November has been dominated by the launch of the Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation. 

• Preferred Option: Deliver 14,660 new homes by 2043, with potential for an 

additional 7,280 homes beyond 2043 across seven strategic sites. 

• Challenges: Over 80% of the district is designated National Landscape, making 

development highly constrained. 

• Public Consultation: Runs 14 November 2025 – 2 January 2026. Public exhibitions 

start 28 November in Mickleton, followed by Moreton, Fairford, and Cirencester in 

December. 

 Leader Cllr Mike Evemy stressed the importance of community engagement: 

“We need to work as one community in the face of unrealistic housing targets imposed by 

government.”  

 

2. Standing Up for Farmers 

The Council reaffirmed its commitment to supporting local farmers amid concerns over 

proposed inheritance tax reforms. 



• Government plans to introduce a 20% tax on estates over £1m from April 2026 

sparked fears for family farms. 

• Cllr Evemy wrote to the Chancellor urging a rethink; recent reports suggest the 

threshold may rise to £5m or £10m for couples, which would ease pressure on rural 

communities. 

 The Lib Dem group continues to advocate for fair, pragmatic policies that protect farming 

families and rural economies. 
 

3. Cabinet Decisions 

At the 6 November Cabinet meeting, councillors approved: 

• Local Plan Consultation Document updates to reflect feedback from town and 

parish councils. 

• A seven-week consultation period to ensure transparency and early dialogue on 

infrastructure needs (transport, schools, healthcare). 

 Vote: 6 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstentions.  
 

4. Environmental & Planning Updates 

• The Council continues to enforce biodiversity net gain requirements in planning 

decisions. A recent appeal for a dwelling in Moreton was dismissed partly due to 

location and landscape impact, reinforcing our commitment to sustainable 

development.  

• Work is underway on technical reports assessing strategic development locations 

and infrastructure viability to inform the Local Plan. [cotswold.gov.uk] 
 

Looking Ahead – December 2025 

December offers opportunities for councillors to engage with residents at festive events and 

consultation sessions: 

• Local Plan Exhibitions:  

o Mickleton – 28 Nov 

o Moreton-in-Marsh – early Dec 

o Fairford & Cirencester – mid-Dec 

• Community Events:  

o Spectacle of Light at Sudeley Castle (21 Nov – 30 Dec) 

o Cirencester Advent Market & Lights Switch-On (29–30 Nov) 

o Christmas Meeting at Cheltenham Racecourse (12–13 Dec) 

o Winchcombe Christmas Festival (28–29 Nov) 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/mayhmq4n/c-3-6-1-assessment-of-broad-strategic-development-locations-nov-2025.pdf


o Numerous markets, concerts, and Santa’s Grotto events across the district.  
 

Key Dates 

• 14 Nov – 2 Jan: Local Plan Consultation open. 

• 28 Nov onwards: Public exhibitions across the district. 

• Throughout Dec: Festive events and engagement opportunities. 

 


