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LGR

The government consultation is now open (access here -
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-
gloucestershire) and closes on 26 March 2026. For further info and links to the
proposals you can visit Future Gloucestershire - https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/

Budget

We passed our landmark Budget at full council on 18 February. We are investing in the
things that matter most to our communities. It hasn’t been easy, but Liberal Democrats
are making the tough choices needed to deliver a stronger future for Gloucestershire.

This is a budget that resets our financial foundations and invests in Gloucestershire’s
future. The provisional funding settlement left us £9.5 million worse off than we had
expected in December and we also had to deal with the failures and lack of investment
in key areas of the previous administration.

Our budget resets and invests. It deals head-on with the financial position we inherited
and aligns us with the new Fair Funding landscape to put us on a strong stable footing.

However, we are also investing in the areas most important to our communities,
including —

e £15 million extra for Highways, the largest cash boost for generations
e £2 million forroad safety
e 3 newcare homes


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-gloucestershire
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-gloucestershire
https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/

2 new special schools

We have also established £32 million in efficiency savings to make at the council.

Highways

We are working hard to improve our highways and have committed a whopping
additional £15 million into roads over the next few years.

The incredibly wet weather over the last couple of months has hugely affected our
roads. Teams are working as hard as they can, however, the wet weather makes it
incredibly hard to fillin potholes and increases the likelihood of more evolving.

Peer Review

The external team has completed the peer review and given very positive
feedback.

They highlighted areas to keep developing, such as member/officer
relationships, work with town and parish councils, repair quality, and
governance processes that can slow things down.

An actionplanning day is being organised for March 2026.

Member Influence Process

As set out in the budget papers, most maintenance work must follow a
countywide, needsbased approach so the network stays in good condition and
investment is fairly spread.
Officers are developing a process for members to influence local highway
priorities. This may include:

o Localsurgeries or depot open days twice a year, with sessions on

planned works and priorities.
o LHMs contacting each member at least quarterly to discuss local issues.

Clear ways for members to suggest locations for deep cleans, impact
schemes, and findandfix work.

Feedback from the February Peer Review will also be included.
More detail will be developed and brought to the Highways Board in March.

Resurfacing Coming Up

o See this webpage: County Resurfacing Works | Highways

District

Scheme Operational |Planned Start| Planned End
Hours Date Date



https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/resurfacing/

Forest 3/45 Grange Court Road Westbury- Restricted 06/02/2026 02/03/2026
On-Severn Days
(09:30to
15:30)
Cheltenham 4/90036 Harp Hill Cheltenham Restricted 09/02/2026 24/02/2026
Days
(09:30 to
15:30)
Forest 3/352 Parkend Road Restricted 12/02/2026 26/02/2026
Coalway Days
(09:30to
15:30)
Cotswold 3/120 Hidcote Road Ebrington Unrestricted 18/02/2026 09/03/2026
Days
(07:00 to
19:00)
Forest 3/21 Mill End Unrestricted 24/02/2026 02/03/2026
Clearwell Days
(07:00 to
19:00)
Tewkesbury 3/382 Gloucester Road & Church Nights 26/02/2026 07/03/2026
Street Tewkesbury (19:00 to (Saturday)
07:00)
Tewkesbury | 3/86 Gloucester Road to Stoke Road Nights 04/03/2026 16/03/2026
Tredington (19:00 to
07:00)
Cotswold A44 Bourton Road Nights 05/03/2026 13/03/2026
Bourton-on-the-Hill (20:00 to
07:00)
Stroud 3/257 Bradley Green Nights 05/03/2026 11/03/2026
Wotton-under-Edge (19:00 to
07:00)
Stroud 3/268 Cirencester Road Restricted 10/03/2026 25/03/2026
Minchinhampton Days
(09:30 to
15:30)
Cotswold A429 Fosseway Broadwell Nights 12/03/2026 19/03/2026
(20:00 to
07:00)
Cotswold B4035 Paxford Road Chipping Nights 13/03/2026 23/03/2026
Campden (19:00 to
07:00)

Road Safety Needs Assessment

Gloucestershire’s Road Safety Partnership published their Road Safety Needs

Assessment urging every road user to take simple, life saving actions.




The assessment shows that the biggest factors behind serious collisions are speeding,
distraction and impaired driving. Residents are being asked to:

e Slow down, particularly on rural and residential roads

e Watch for pedestrians and cyclists, especially at junctions and crossings
e Neverdrive under the influence of drugs or alcohol

e Stayfocused and avoid in-car distractions

These small changes can significantly reduce the likelihood of devastating collisions.

Read the full assessment here - Road Safety | Inform Gloucestershire

Gully monitoring pilot project to tackle flood risks

Radar sensors have been added to gullies along Cirencester Road in Charlton Kings, St
Georges Road and Pittville Circus. The system uses sound waves to monitor water
levels in key gullies.

The devices, managed by Kaarbon Tech, will collate information and send automatic
notifications to the Flood Risk Management Team. The aim is that it will reduce reliance
on manual surveying and lead to improved operational efficiency and response times.

Coombe Hill development

Residents and local businesses are being invited to attend a public drop-in event to find
out more about proposals Coombe Hill.

This is on 4 March 2026 from 3:30pm to 7:00pm at The Swan Inn, Tewkesbury Road,
Coombe Hill GL19 4BA.

The proposals would see 27 acres of Gloucestershire County Council land transformed
into a modern, multi use site designed to deliver essential services and support future
growth. Current proposals include:

e Anew training facility for Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service

e A state-of-the-art highways depot

e A much-needed 80-bed care home

e The sale of a small parcel of land for the development of around 25 new homes

All the latest information on the Coombe Hill development can be found

at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/coombe-hill, where you can also sign up to receive
email updates.


https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/inform/community-safety/road-safety/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/coombe-hill

We celebrated our foster carers at a special thank you event

The annual celebration, which was held at Tortworth Court near Wotton-under-Edge,
was an opportunity for us to recognise the vital role foster carers play in keeping
children and young people safe, by providing loving, stable homes for those in care.

The evening brought foster carers together to acknowledge their commitment,
compassion and the difference they make to children’s lives every day.

Anyone interested in fostering can find out more by

visiting www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fostering.

Boosting Apprenticeships

We pay into the national Apprenticeship Levy, and any unspent funds are reclaimed by
the government after two years. So to keep this money in Gloucestershire, we transfer
part of our unused levy to local employers so they can take on apprentices or upskill
staff at no extra training cost.

Since 2019, we’ve transferred over £1.5 million to local employers, mainly supporting
adult social care and early years, as well as apprenticeships in health, construction,
engineering, education and youth services.

Each year we publish our funding pledge on the national apprenticeship website, where
Gloucestershire employers can apply online.

Our New Gloucestershire Business Board (GBB)

This replaces the previous Economic Growth Board and will take a more dynamic,
businessled approach to supporting growth, investment and innovation. It will provide


http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fostering

strategic oversight of Gloucestershire’s economic development agenda, ensuring that
business insight directly informs countywide policy and major investment decisions.

The GBB will be co-chaired by Cllr Julian Tooke, cabinet member for business,
economic development, planning and infrastructure at Gloucestershire County
Council, and Rob Stemp, an experienced cyber security leader, entrepreneur and board
advisor.

Our Local Nature Recovery Strategy goes live

Nature across the UK is under extreme pressure. The country is one of the most nature
depleted in the world. The interactive online LNRS map shows how we can take action
anywhere in the county to help nature recover.

The LNRS provides a vital tool for planners, farmers, landowners, organisations and
communities to work together on shared priorities for nature.

From today all local councils will be required to have regard to Gloucestershire's Local
Nature Recovery Strategy in decision and plan making. This means they have to
consider the priorities set out in the LNRS when determining how relevant plans
contribute to and enhance the local natural environment at a plan-making level. The
LNRS and its map become a ‘material consideration' in the planning system today,
based on the individual circumstances of the case.

Access it here - https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/ecology-and-landscape/gloucestershire-local-nature-recovery-strategy/

Fire safety guidance for hosts ahead of Cheltenham Festival

The four-day event from 10 to 13 March 2026 brings around 250,000 racegoers to the
town each year, and many stay in short-term accommodation across the county.

GFRS is reminding property owners that hosting visitors, even for a short period, creates
legal responsibilities under fire safety legislation. Owners are being given advice so they
keep guests safe and reduce the risk of fire. They should ensure:

e Escaperoutes are clear, accessible and well signed

e Smoke alarms are fitted, tested and compliant

e Guestsreceive simple instructions on what to do if a fire starts or an alarm
sounds

e Electrical appliances and wiring are in good condition and regularly checked

e Combustible materials are kept away from radiators, heaters and open flames


https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/ecology-and-landscape/gloucestershire-local-nature-recovery-strategy/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/ecology-and-landscape/gloucestershire-local-nature-recovery-strategy/

Further guidance and fire safety resources - https://gloucestershire.gov.uk/glosfire

Cheltenham Races traffic

In collaboration with local agencies, we have been working behind the scenes to
accommodate the influx of visitors. We will postpone all planned roadworks in the area,
including minor repairs and major projects such as the A435 cycleway. In the event

of any urgent streetworks that cannot be postponed, we will coordinate with utility
companies to minimise disruption as much as possible.

Arle Court Transport Hub will run a park and ride service to Cheltenham Racecourse
every 15 minutes with Stagecoach. Buses depart from 9:15am to 2:30pm, with returns
from 4pm to 7:30pm; the car park closes at 10pm. Tickets cost £15 per car per day and
cover up to five passengers.

Celebrating over a year of Youth Hubs supporting young people across Gloucestershire

We are celebrating over a year of impact from our commissioned Youth Hubs, delivered
in partnership with three notforprofit organisations working across the county.
Together, these services form the Gloucestershire Commissioned Youth Service
(GCYS) which is a coordinated network that offers early help, prevention, and positive
opportunities for young people aged 11 to 25.

GCYS launched in October 2024 to ensure young people feel safe, supported, and able
to thrive within their local communities. Over the past year, delivery partners The
Children’s Society, Family Action, and Gloucestershire Gateway Trust, have created
vibrant and welcoming youth spaces across the county that have welcomed over
14,000 visits from young people.

Fostering Service celebrates debut novel of young person in care



https://gloucestershire.gov.uk/glosfire

Chat to us
about fostering.

We're here Lo answer
your questions

“We were proud to celebrate the
achievement of a young person in care as he published his debut novel at 17-years-
old.Craigson Palmer held a book launch at Shire Hall for his novel Deepfaded, providing
a chance to recognise the achievement and celebrate the potential of children in care
across Gloucestershire.

Afirst draft of the book, which is a psychological thriller and coming-of-age story, was
completed when Craigson was just 14 and all earnings from the sale of the novel will be
donated to the charity Women’s Aid.



