
Kingscmte Annual Parish [Vtreeting
Tuesday SStn Sqmy 2#23

M im utes

Meeting Comm*r'tced at 7.38pm, Kingsccte Village Hall

tuXeeting ecncluded at 8"10pm

lMeeting Chair * Councillor T*ny Woaldridge, Chair *f Kingseote Parish Councitr.

Chair of the meeting welconred a dozen mernbers of the parish t* the rneetlng. Attention was drawn
to a display of photographs of rnany of the parisl'r's volunteers who all d* so much fcr the lceal

ccmmunity"

Minutes *f the Annual Parish Meeting of 18th tVlay ?023 were agreed.

Farlslr Csuncfi Repcrt

* A report fr*nn the Farish Council was given by Cllr Tony W*oldridg* and is attached ts the
nrinutes.

tl Cllr WaeldridgE made particular nste of the fact the Grahanr lQiehols had stocd down as a

ccr:ncillor aftel" 4CI years' service and eouncillar $ebastian Cooper after I.CI ye*rs' service. Soth
were thanked in their absence and Councillors Steve Tattersall and $teve Teague were
weieomed as the two n*w Parish esuncillors"

o A discussion took place regarding the two village deflhrillators and the eierk agreed to provide
Training & Awareness inf*rn:atlon through the Farish Council and Kingscote Sfiline websites.

o .Iohn Calland vslunteered to assist urith managing the Bagpath defibril!ator".
r The possibiiity of a First ,Ald course was discussed.

Village f{all Comntitt** Reprrt

* A reparL hy Mr. Brian McTear, from the Village l-lall Ccrnmittee was provided and Is attached
to the minutes.

o Counclllor Richard Gale thanked the Viltage F{all Committee for ti'reir hard work ln m*intaining
such a rnagrrificent Village Hall and his sentiments were echoed by Couneiilor Wooldridge"

Far*ehial €hurch Council Report

* A repcrt from the Farochial Church Council was given hy Rever*nd earCIline Bland and is
attached t* the minutes.

o Reverend Bland gave particr"rlar" thanks to Rosemary Simn, s for her long and rnuch appreciated
senvice as the chureh Organist. She also sent her best wishes to Harry Tubbs, the autgoin6
fhurch Warden wl:o has rfioves ts sunnler pastures in Seaton- Sevnn.

FootBath Warden Report

A report fr*m the Voluntary Footpaths War"den Julian Fnxon was given by Counc!llor Tony
Wccldridge on his behalf
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Klngscnte Annual Farish lVleetlng
Tuesday 3"6ttt Ptray 2023

County Councilior Report

* Ns Courrty Cauncillsds repsrt

Oistriut CounEillsr Heport

* F,lc Sistrict Couneill*r Report

General Mat*srs for Siseu*sion

r *ngioing l-{ighways matters were discussed including leaving behind confusing signage when
works have been completed. The Chair continues in his efforts to hold the Highways

Departrnent and thelr contractors to account.

{fr6"h*"(d/^#ires compired by Mr simon Hare

( S7 Jl,ry parish cterk



Kingscote Parish Council Report for APM on 16th May 2023 
 

I’d like to start by welcoming our two new councillors, Steve Tattersall and Steve Teague who 
were elected with effect from 4 May 2023.  
Two councillors have stepped down: Graham Nichols and Sebastian Cooper. I’d like to thank 
them both very much for all their work as councillors. Graham deserves a special mention 
since he has served unstintingly for over 40 years: this is a truly remarkable achievement. 
Sebastian Cooper, who has served nearly 10 years, has also made a very valuable contribution 
to the parish. 
 
Many other people in the community carry out valuable voluntary activities and these 
unsung heroes were all acknowledged during the Bring and Share event for the Coronation 
held on 7 May 2023. They know who they are, and are too numerous to name, but I would 
particularly like to thank Alice Copper who stepped down recently after many years as 
webmaster for Kingscote online.   
 
 

A. Summary of the council’s main activities 2022-23: 
 

1. Parish Clerk appointments 

• Elizabeth Oakley resigned as clerk to the council at the end of October 2022 due to a 
change in her circumstances. We then advertised, interviewed and appointed a new clerk, 
Amanda Rossiter, with effect from 29th November 2022. Amanda unfortunately resigned 
at the end of February 2023 for personal reasons.  

• We interviewed Simon Hale in March 2023 and he was appointed parish clerk and 
responsible financial officer with effect from 17 April 2023. Although this is his first 
appointment as a parish clerk, Simon brings to the role a wealth of experience from his 
previous career in the police, and he has already made a very valuable impact on our 
activities. 

 
2. Highways Issues.  We have liaised with GCC Highways on various other issues 

including: 
 

• Repair of potholes on the A4135 and on minor roads in the parish 

• Traffic management arrangements for roadworks on the A4135  

• Ash dieback. The unexplained postponement of work on ash dieback at 
Bagpath Common which had been scheduled for February 2023. 

• Drains. We are grateful that CDC contractors have sucked out sludge from 
the drains through the village in April 2023. However, one of the drains near 
Lower Hazlecote Farm remains blocked and we are still pressing GCC 
Highways to remedy it. (We cleared the covers of the drains near the village 
hall ourselves in February 2023.) 

• Salt bins and salt. We have updated our survey of the salt bins in the parish 
and decided that two new bins are needed in the Hazlecote Valley as well 
as replacing a damaged bin in Bagpath. We are also arranging for a reserve 
store of salt to be kept in the village. 

 
3. Snow warden and snow plough operator. 

• Beth Calland is designated as our lead snow warden and Olly Toms from Uley is 
engaged as our snow plough operator. When the surprise snowfall occurred on 10 
December 2022, Olly was on holiday in Cornwall but nobly drove back to clear the 
roads in Uley and Kingscote. 



 
4. Defibrillators 

• We are setting up a proper maintenance regime for the defibrillators to ensure that 
the machines are fully operational should they be needed. Replacement pads have 
been ordered since these gradually degrade over time. 

 
5. Events 

• The village hall committee organised a very successful celebration for the Platinum 
Jubilee on 5th June 2022 and the parish council made a contribution towards the cost. 

 
6. Footpaths 

• We have continued to liaise with Julian Foxon, the Cotswold Warden in charge of 
footpaths in this area as well as the GCC Footpaths Officer. Julian has been in touch 
with some landowners about footpath issues and has arranged for several 
improvements including two new access gates. 
 

7. Discussions with the Matara Centre 

• For many years, Geoffrey Higgins has been generous in allowing parishioners to walk 
in the field at the Matara Centre. He has offered to consider ways of making such 
access permanent for local residents and those who have dedicated trees in the 
field. We have had an initial discussion about strengthening the link between the 
Matara and the village, and would welcome feedback from residents about this 
initiative. 

 
B. Financial Report: 

 

• The precept for 2022-23 was £4200, but we also received an exceptional Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment of £2648. Our gross expenditure was £5447.  

• Full details of the accounts will soon be published on the parish council website after 
approval at the AGM. 

• We obtained a professional revaluation of the rebuilding cost for the village hall in 
September 2022 and this has resulted in a significant increase in the insurance 
premium. 

• We have adopted internet banking for most of our transactions. This is quicker and 
more convenient than using cheques and provides better traceability of payments. 

• Our precept for the year 2023-24 is £4600. This is an increase of 9.5% on the previous 
year, which is mainly to cover the increase in costs for insuring the village hall and for 
employing our clerk. 

 
 
 

 



Kingscote Village Hall 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Year ended December 2022 

 

Attached are the Statement of Financial Activities and Balance Sheet to 31 December 2022. 

 

Income from Events and Activities increased from £1,461.00 in 2021 to £1,749.00 in 2022.  Of 

course the income in 2021 was badly affected by the Covid situation.  The Hall is still not being 

used to the same extent as before the epidemic, however we have had children’s events at 

Christmas and Easter, coffee mornings, film nights, Christmas lunch.  The Hall has been hired 

privately for parties and classes and equipment has been loaned.  There has been further income 

from wedding parking which also helps prevent inconsiderate parking being a problem in the 

village. 

 

Expenses increased from £2,276.00 in 2021 to £3,480.00 in 2022.  The greatest increase being 

the rise in the cost of electricity.  Also, Licences appear to have increased but in fact they were 

not paid on time in 2021, therefore the differences in income expenditure between 2021 and 

2022 are not quite as pronounced as they appear. 

 

A Gift Aid repayment has been submitted for previous years and once this is received income 

will exceed expenditure. 

 

The regular monthly donations are still continuing and this is what keeps the Village Hall viable. 

If these were to cease the Village Hall could find themselves in difficulties. 

Due to the healthy bank balances this is not a concern, currently.  

 

At the moment there are no plans for improvements or maintenance but eventually works and 

redecoration will need to be considered and budgeted for. 

 

As Treasurer I would like to convey a big thank you to everyone who keep this Hall running by 

way of attending events, giving donations and volunteering in the maintenance and upkeep of the 

building.  

 

We really appreciate your continued support for a much valued community facility.  

 



REPORT ON THE CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

Regular services and special seasonal services returned fully in 2022 - Harvest, Christmas, Easter, 
mothering Sunday and Remembrance and of course the celebration of the Queen’s platinum jubilee 
in June 2022 and in 2023, the coronation of King Charles III. 

We also had a pet service where pets and their owners were welcomed into church.   Included a 
tortoise!  (Definitely the quietest of the bunch!)  It is planned that this will be an annual event.  This 
year the pet service will be 18th June. 

Rosemary Simms continued to play the organ and as always we are thankful and grateful for her 
ministry. 

Weddings and baptisms returned with a complement of guests.  We have further weddings and 
baptisms booked for the rest of this year.   

Our services have been advertised on the lychgate and Forerunner and we are thankful to the 
Kingscote online team for communicating these digitally. 

2022 brought change, as Harry Tubbs stood down as Churchwarden in May and later moved to his 
new home in Seaton.  We welcomed 2 new members to the PCC.  Without a churchwarden, the PCC 
have worked hard to ensure that all church matters have continued efficiently, both the governance 
and the practical tasks.  My thanks to the PCC and other members of the community for ensuring the 
church remains to be a place that is maintained and cared for.  

We hope of course that someone from the community will take on the important role of 
churchwarden.   

With the approval of the Diocesan Advisory Committee in place, we have been able to move forward 
with safety aspects in the church and churchyard.    

Renovation works to the church floor, together with fitting a safety balustrade in the west tower, and 
improving the west door and access used for weddings and other special services have all been 
completed, thanks to the generosity of current and past members of the Kingscote community.   

The trees affected by ash dieback have been felled, and the yews and other vegetation trimmed in 
the churchyard, assisted by the community in helping to maintain the general safety of the church 
and surrounding churchyard.  Thanks to the Nichols family for once again providing equipment and 
layout to help with this and reduce costs. 

The next project is to renovate the main entrance path from the lychgate to the main north door, 
and we would be grateful for any donations to help support this next project. 

Both routine tasks such as trimming back the yew trees as well as one off projects like renovating the 
main path require significant resources. 

Following removal of trees affected by ash dieback last year, the Churchyard at Newington Bagpath 
is now more open and perhaps as a result has enjoyed a rich selection of blooms this spring. We are 
grateful to Alex Stephens for continuing his work in maintaining the burial grounds. 

Thank you to everyone in the community who supports the church in any way.   

Reverend Caroline 


