Cotswold District Council (CDC): The next full Council is 20" May. In the April Overview and
Scrutiny (O&S) meeting we reviewed the 3" quarter financial performance and service
performance reports. The former is showing an overall positive position with a £45k greater
then estimated variance. Many service indicators are positive, but concerns remain in
several areas such as planning enforcement, land charge searches, household recycling, and
affordable homes delivered.

Local Plan: Following the Government's revised housing policy, an up-to-date Local Plan is
needed as soon as possible to protect against speculative development and ensure new
homes come with the infrastructure our communities need. The new Local Plan is scheduled
to be agreed by Full Council on 12 August, and the next stage of consultation would begin in
the week of 24 August 2026.

Over 2,000 people and organisations took part in the consultation at the end of last year,
which sought views on high-level, indicative options to meet a target of building 18,650 new
homes over the next 18 years.

Litter: The response to my question addressed to the Council received a somewhat dismissive
response from the Cabinet officer who disagreed with my observations on the amount of
litter in our lanes, but I'll continue to highlight issues when | see them.

Local Government Review (LGR): A late addition by the Government to the unitary
reorganisation was to also include a requirement for a combined authority. The idea is that
the area would become part of a larger authority which allows two or more councils to work
together on key regional decisions like economic development, transport and housing.
Discussions are happening that Gloucestershire could join Warwickshire and Worcestershire
in a “Mercia” combined authority with a directly elected mayor. GCC’s cabinet and CDC
leader, Cllr Mike Evemy have both confirmed that their preferred options would be to join
WECA (the West of England Combined Authority, including Bristol). My preference would be
to join up and go north to link in with Worcestershire and/or Hertfordshire/Warwickshire, as
we have more in common with these counties.

Roads — | was invited to film some video content on the alarming state of our local roads. |
don’t think a career in ‘influencing’ is for me, but it was fun doing the filming.

You may have seen the list of roads in Gloucestershire to be resurfaced in the coming
financial year — for the second year running there are NO roads in the south Cotswolds on the
list!
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