
Cotswold District Council (CDC): The next full Council is 18th March. The Overview and 

Scrutiny (O&S) meeting met on 2nd February primarily to discuss the 2025/26 budget and 

updates to the Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS). Having ploughed through the 151 

pages of the report, plus another supplement, I was actually surprised that CDC finances are 

in pretty good shape – but I believe this is primarily due to the excellent stewardship of the 

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) rather than the administration. He has ensured that major 

capital expenditure such as the replacement waste vehicle fleet have been budgeted well in 

advance and made provision for the forthcoming Local Government Reorganisation.  There is 

now no need for the council to borrow money to meet its liabilities. 

Litter: Readers may recall a year ago when I 

wrote about two successful fines imposed on 

people who had discarded McDonalds bags on 

the side of the road.  With the help of the CDC 

Environment Officer, we tracked them down 

from the receipts inside.  A few weeks ago, 

following a comment on a local Facebook post 

about littering the story suddenly took off and 

had a great deal of National coverage!  I 

appeared in the Times and subsequently did 

interviews for Times Radio, the BBC News 

channel, GB News and LBC Radio.  Jeremy Vine 

also covered the story, but I couldn’t make the 

programme.  The commentary was 

overwhelmingly positive, and I’ve received calls and messages from all over the country!  

What it proves is we can fight back against the scourge of litter, which is particularly 

prevalent currently. If you are involved in litter picks in your village, do look for a receipt or a 

name that might help identify the lout, and follow it up – I’m happy to help steer you in the 

right direction. 

Roads are obviously suffering through the winter, so please continue to report potholes via 

Fix My Street.  I continue to work with the local Highways Management to highlight areas of 

particular concern. 

Councillor Tony Slater 

Cotswold District Council, Representing Grumbolds Ash with Avening.  

email: Tony.slater@cotswold.gov.uk Tel: 07793669930 
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