
Cotswold District Council (CDC): Not a great deal to share this month from the full council, 

but there is a developing story following a report submitted to the Audit and Governance 

Committee relating to procurement of contracts without following due process.  If this 

escalates, I’ll send an additional report. 

I attended a meeting with the Planning Enforcement team, who appear to be going in the 

right direction to improve service delivery. I raised the issue that I’ve had no information on 

cases raised, which has contributed to unwanted developments being built because cases 

were not pursued. The team acknowledged this as an issue that needs improvement but 

noted that there are sometimes legal reasons why updates cannot be provided. 

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Gloucestershire's devolution process is estimated to 

cost £3.6 million for the period up to the submission of the county's preferred devolution 

plan in November 2025, which local councils are seeking government funding to cover. It has 

been reported that the devolution of Gloucestershire councils could eventually run to around 

£30m. The government believes the simpler unitary structure will be more cost effective to 

run and lead to better outcomes for residents and improved local accountability. However, 

from a district and parish council point of view, it will mean that contact and decision making 

is moved further away from residents. 

The September Overview and Scrutiny Committee (O&S) asked that consideration be given 

to putting local social and/or archaeological artefacts on public display at the Council’s 

offices, including artefacts related to the history of local government in the area. The 

Council’s Leisure and Culture Manager will explore with the Museum operator, Freedom 

Leisure, opportunities to improve public access to the Museum’s extensive collection. 

Around the district: Congratulations to Didmarton on reaching 50 years of publishing their 

parish magazine, known as Dyddi Digest.  This achievement was celebrated on the local BBC 

news, and I am grateful to the editors for including my small contributions.  Avening have 

just successfully completed the re-roofing of their Memorial Hall – a mammoth and 

expensive project which will secure the hall for many years to come.  Elsewhere, the outcome 

of the planning application to convert the Queen Matilda pub into a private residence will be 

announced soon.  Beverston are closer than they have ever been to securing a realistic speed 

limit and traffic calming measures through the village, with all parties working together to 

move the scheme forward.  Residents of Leighterton have been suffering at the hands of a 

developer who has strayed from agreed plans, and caused issues with uncontrolled dust.  I 

have been liaising with the CDC Enforcement Team to ensure they are on the case.  I have 

supported several parishes in registering recreational areas as dedicated ‘Green Spaces’, 

which will offer greater protection against speculative developments. 
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