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Budget and Finance

Public Budget Consultation Launched

The proposed 2026/27 budget of around £697.5 million opened for public consultation (4 Dec—

9 Jan), featuring £15 million for road safety improvements, £2 million for new 20 mph zones, £21.1
million for a new special school in Gloucester, and enhancements to SEND services and adult care
homes. Council Tax is expected to rise by 2.99%, with an additional 2% precept for adult social
care—adding approximately £1.61 per week for a Band D household.

Strategic Growth Investment
Over £2 million was awarded from the Gloucestershire Business Rates Pool (Strategic Economic
Development Fund) for initiatives including:

e A County Energy Plan plus recruitment of an Energy Officer
e Careers Hub expansion in schools (£392,000 over two years)

e Inward investment support (£350,000).

Cabinet Meeting, 3 December

e Major items discussed included:

e Draft 2026/27 Budget presentation

e Performance and risk monitoring reports for Q2

e Extension of key service contracts: household recycling (Ubico), fostering
e Future use proposals for Wheatridge Court

e Strategic development of the Coombe Hill site

e Plans for Holiday Activity & Food programme 2026—28



e Procurement framework for maintenance contracts
e Residential care provision decisions for children and young people.

Government Fairer Funding Review

On the 17 of December, the government sent the details of the fairer funding review for
Gloucestershire. It will mean an approx £10MM cut in finances for 2026/7 and 2027/8. Money will
be redirected by the government to metropolitan boroughs in London and away from rural counties.
Officers and the cabinet are committed to a balanced budget. This will be revealed at the cabinet
meeting on the 28" of Jan. Road Safety and Highways improvements have been ring-fenced.

County Council and Democracy Round-Up

Important announcements included:

e launch of three-year Domestic Abuse Strategy 2025-28

e Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue awarded by the Asian Fire Service Association for ED&I work

e Achievement of Active Travel England Level 3 accreditation — top banding for rural areas

e ‘Gritter-naming’ competition winners announced (e.g., Gritting McQueen, Feathers McGrit)

e County Council signed solidarity agreement with Zaporizhzhia region in Ukraine, focusing on
cybersecurity, green energy, agriculture, SME support, and aerospace development

e Employment summit held on 9 December, gathering county partners to boost job support.

Service and Infrastructure Updates

e Fire & Rescue Community Risk Plan Survey Launched (24 Dec) — public feedback invited

e Avian Influenza Alert — H5N1 confirmed in Brockworth; bird-keepers notified (19 Dec)
Major Works

e Improvements to the Arle Court Park & Ride (Service 100) launched (11 Dec)
e Closure of Hempsted Household Recycling Centre deferred to accommodate essential
upgrades (12 Dec

Public Budget Consultation Continues

The 2026/27 budget consultation remains open through 9 January. Key proposals include £15 million
for road safety, £2 million for expanded 20 mph zones, £21.1 million for a new special school in
Gloucester, investment in SEND (£2.7 million), and upgrades to adult care homes, recycling centres,
and fire services. This follows Cabinet approval in December.

January Council Activity

Key Meetings in January:

e Cabinet meets on 28 Jan
e Scrutiny Committees
o Fire & Rescue (9 Jan),
o Adult Social Care (13 Jan),



o Environment (14 Jan),
o Children & Families (15 Jan).
e  Full Council convened on 29 Jan.

Highways & Infrastructure

Framework for Highways Projects:

A new £72 million Highways Major Projects Construction Framework launched. Divided into two
lots—highways schemes and structural/geotechnical works—its tender closed mid-January, with
contractor awards expected by month-end.

Ongoing Resurfacing Schemes:
Winter resurfacing continues across the county. Works schedules and closures are being managed
dynamically with updated communications via GlosRoads channels.

Services, Communities & SEND

SEND Families Newsletter — January:

e Update from SILAP board and co-chairs, Director of Education and Deputy Director of
Integrated Commissioning.

e Financial support listings and budgeting advice for SEND families via Gloucestershire’s Local
Offer.

e New Parent Carer Guide issued for EHCP annual reviews.

e Higher education planning advice



